THE PORVOO COMMUNION OF CHURCHES
TOWARDS CLOSER UNITY - EXTENDING PORVOO

The Primates of the Porvoo Communion of Churches at their meeting in Reykjavik, Iceland, from 20-
22 October 2013 unanimously agreed to the Latvian Evangelical Lutheran Church Abroad and the
Lutheran Church in Great Britain becoming full members of the Porvoo Communion of Churches. The
decision of the Primates has also received approvals from appropriate bodies of current member
churches, where necessary.

The process put in place by the Porvoo Contact Group and approved by the Porvoo Primates for
receiving new members is as follows (Minutes PCG.11a.2010):

1 Request for Observer status should be sent to the Porvoo Contact Group, who will then
make a decision on the matter.

2. The observers would attend at least one PCG meeting, a Church Leaders Consultation, and a
Primates meeting before applying for full membership.

3. Requirements for full membership will include the church’s full knowledge of, and
agreement with, the Porvoo declaration,

4, Decision on full membership will be made at a Primates meeting.

Both the Latvian Evangelical Lutheran Church Abroad and the Lutheran Church in Great Britain have
fulfilled the above requirements and have agreed to become a signatory of the Porvoo Agreement.
The Porvoo Primates have unanimously agreed to their membership.

With the signing of this statement the Latvian Evangelical Lutheran Church Abroad and the Lutheran
Church in Great Britain join the Churches in the Porvoo Communion on the basis of their common
understanding of the nature and purpose of the Church, their fundamental agreement in faith and
their agreement on episcopacy in the service of the apostolicity of the Church, contained in
Chapters II-IV of The Porvoo Common Statement. The Latvian Evangelical Lutheran Church Abroad
and the Lutheran Church in Great Britain furthermore accept the acknowledgements and
commitments set out in the Porvoo Declaration annexed to this statement.
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The Most Revd Elmars Ernsts Rozitis The Right Revd Martin Lind
Archbishop of the Latvian Evangelical Bishop of the Lutheran Church in Great Britain
Lutheran Church Abroad

Additional witnesses:

Witnessed by:
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The Right Revd Peter Skov-Jakobsen The Most Revd John Sentamu
Lutheran Co-Chair of the Porvoo Communion of Archbishop of York, Church of England

Churches and Bishop of the Evangelical Lutheran
Church in Denmark
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The Most Revd Michael Jackson The Right Revd Helga Haugland Byfuglien
Anglican Co-Chair of the Porvoo Communion of Presiding Bishop of the Church of Norway
Churches and Archbishop of Dublin, Church of

Ireland

19 September 2014, Bishopthorpe, York
In the presence of Porvoo Church Leaders’ Consultation participants, special guests
and Porvoo Contact Group members



THE PORVOO DECLARATION

We, the Church of Denmark, the Church of England, the Estonian Evangelical-Lutheran Church, the
Evangelical-Lutheran Church of Finland, the Evangelical-Lutheran Church of Iceland, the Church of
Ireland, the Evangelical-Lutheran Church of Latvia, the Evangelical-Lutheran Church of Lithuania,
the Church of Norway, the Scottish Episcopal Church, the Church of Sweden and the Church in
Wales, on the basis of our common understanding of the nature and purpose of the Church,
fundamental agreement in faith and our agreement on episcopacy in the service of the apostolicity
of the Church, contained in Chapters II-1V of The Porvoo Common Statement, make the following
acknowledgements and commitments:

(a) (i) we acknowledge one another's churches as churches belonging to the One, Holy, Catholic and
Apostolic Church of Jesus Christ and truly participating in the apostolic mission of the whole people
of God;

(if) we acknowledge that in all our churches the Word of God is authentically preached, and the
sacraments of baptism and the eucharist are duly administered;

(iii) we acknowledge that all our churches share in the common confession of the apostolic faith;
(iv) we acknowledge that one another's ordained ministries are given by God as instruments of his
grace and as possessing not only the inward call of the Spirit, but also Christ's commission through
his Body, the Church;

(v) we acknowledge that personal, collegial and communal oversight (episcope) is embodied and
exercised in all our churches in a variety of forms, in continuity of apostolic life, mission and
ministry;

(vi) we acknowledge that the episcopal office is valued and maintained in all our churches as a
visible sign expressing and serving the Church's unity and continuity in apostolic life, mission and
ministry.

(b) We commit ourselves:

(i) to share a common life in mission and service, to pray for and with one another, and to share
resources;

(ii) to welcome one another's members to receive sacramental and other pastoral ministrations;
(iii) to regard baptized members of all our churches as members of our own;

(iv) to welcome diaspora congregations into the life of the indigenous churches, to their mutual
enrichment;

(v) to welcome persons episcopally ordained in any of our churches to the office of bishop, priest or
deacon to serve, by invitation and in accordance with any regulations which may from time to time
be in force, in that ministry in the receiving church without re-ordination;

(vi) to invite one another's bishops normally to participate in the laying on of hands at the
ordination of bishops as a sign of the unity and continuity of the Church;

(vii) to work towards a common understanding of diaconal ministry;

(viii) to establish appropriate forms of collegial and conciliar consultation on significant matters of
faith and order, life and work;

(ix) to encourage consultations of representatives of our churches, and to facilitate learning and
exchange of ideas and information in theological and pastoral matters;

(x) to establish a contact group to nurture our growth in communion and to co-ordinate the
implementation of this agreement.



